
NO

YES

YES

Was the patient around a bat?

NO NO
OR 

UNKNOWN
YES

YES

NO

No rabies 

post exposure 

prophylaxis needed

(please consult 

with your health 

care provider).

Was the 
patient bitten?

Test bat for rabies. 
Is the test result 

positive or 
unsatisfactory 

or indeterminate?

Was a bat in the same 
room as the patient?

Was the patient a young 
child, alone in the room?

Can the patient say, 
“I know I wasn’t bitten”? NO

YES

Was the patient alert 
and awake the entire 

time the bat and patient 
were in the same room?

Administration of rabies post exposure 
prophyylaxis (PEP) is recommended.

See FAQ for details.

Iowa Department of Public Health, 
Center for Acute Disease Epidemiology (CADE)

Rabies Exposure Management for Bat-related Incidents

NO

Thoroughly wash any 
wounds with soap and 
water and, if available, 

flush with povidone iodine 
solution (or other virucidal 
solution). Evaluate tetanus 
vaccination status, update 

if needed.

Has the bat been
captured for testing? 

(Shots may be delayed
for up to 3 days 

pending test results.)

YES

YES

YES

NO



Rabies exposure management frequently asked questions (FAQs)

State Hygienic Lab (SHL) Iowa State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL)

What constitutes an exposure?

What is NOT an exposure?

If a person that has not been vaccinated is exposed to a rabid animal, what is required for post exposure prophylaxis?

If a person previously vaccinated with Human Rabies Vaccine is exposed to a rabid animal, what is required for post exposure prophylaxis?

What if a patient can’t / doesn’t adhere to the rabies post exposure vaccination schedule?

How do I get an animal tested for rabies?

  Address

  Web instructions

  Submissions

  Results  
Note if a human exposure has occurred for

prompt testing. Results are reported to the submitter listed on
the submission form.

  

  Packaging

  Transport

Ex

  

  After hours 
  drop off  

  Charge for 
  testing?  


